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the State. Or I may recognize that God has given me
hands and feet only to work with for my sustenance and
for that of those who may be dependent upon me. I
would then at once simplify my life and that of those
whom I can directly reach. In this instance I would
have served the family without causing injury to any-
one else. Supposing that every one followed this mode
of life^ we should have at once an ideal state. All will
not reach that state at the same time. But those of us
who, realizing its truth, enforce it in practice, will clearly
anticipate and accelerate the coming of that happy day.
Under this plan of life, in seeming to serve India to the
exclusion of every other country, I do not harm any
other country. My patriotism is both exclusive and in-
clusive. It is exclusive in the sense that in all humility
I confine my attention to the land of my birth, but is
inclusive in the sense that my service is not of a competi-
tive or antagonistic nature. Sicutere tuo ut alienum nonlaedas
is not merely a legal maxim, but it is a grand doctrine of
life. It is the key to a proper practice of Ahimsa or love.
Speeches and Writings of Mahatma Gandhi, pp.    336-44
Even Swadeshi like any other good thing can be
ridden to death if it is made a fetish. That is a danger
that must be guarded against. To reject foreign manu-
factures, merely because they are foreign and to go on
wasting national time and money in the promotion in
one's country of manufactures for which it is not suited,
would be criminal folly and a negation of the Swadeshi
spirit. A true votary of Swadeshi will not harbour ill-
will towards a foreigner and not be actuated by anta-
gonism towards anybody on the earth. Swadeshi is not
a cult of hatred. It is a doctrine of selfless service that
has its roots in the purest Ahimsa, i. e., love.
From Teravda Mandir, Chap. XVI

